Inside out, outside in: the Three Gardens House in Kuwait by Treccozzi, Damiana
Focus: bridging & linking 
continents and cities
HYPE Abu Dhabi-Dubai
Bosphorus, Doha 
Napoli Afragola 
CONNECTIONS
JOINING 
LANDS
AND PEOPLE
 0
26
 | 
D
ub
ai
 -
 U
ni
te
d 
A
ra
b 
E
m
ira
te
s 
P
ric
e:
 U
A
E
 5
0 
A
E
D
, B
ah
ra
in
 5
 B
H
D
, K
S
A
 5
0 
S
A
R
, K
uw
ai
t 4
 K
W
D
, O
m
an
 5
 O
M
R
, Q
at
ar
 5
0 
Q
A
R
S
A
R
, I
T
 1
5 
E
ur
o.
BIG: Bjarke Ingels Group 
Zaha Hadid Architects 
Jean-François Klein
& Michel Virlogeux
Santiago Calatrava 
Stefano Barattini
AGi Architects
Urko Sánchez Architects
Garcés-de Seta-Bonet
Beyer Blinder Belle 
& Lubrano Ciavarra 
Belsize Architects
Luìs Pedro Silva 
Studio KO
22
25
31
37
43
50
58
64
72
78
86
94
102
108
116
122
128
134
140
Connecting architecture - Andrea Pane
Great expectations: the Moscow metro for the Soviet utopia - Federica Deo
Archigram city(e)scapes - Pietro Belli
Dubai Creek: from commercial dock to strategic urban infrastructure - Cristiano Luchetti 
Mediterranean Bridging: TUNeIT and GRALBeIT - Enzo Siviero, Viviana Martini
A hybrid dream: the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge on the Bosphorus - Maria Vittoria Capitanucci
Bridging to the future: Doha’s Sharq Crossing - Damiana Treccozzi
The Snake. A high speed rail station in Napoli Afragola - Giovanni Menna
HYPE Hyperloop One. A new Era of abstract cities? - Anna Cornaro
Like a sea creature luring you in the sea: Porto Cruise Terminal - Giovanna Russo Krauss
Archaeology of the present: three stations of Line 9 of Barcelona´ s Metro - Ana Carolina Bierrenbach, Federico Calabrese
From passengers to guests: TWA hotel at JFK Airport - Giovanna Russo Krauss
Inside out, outside in: the Three Gardens House in Kuwait - Damiana Treccozzi
Musée Yves Saint Laurent Marrakech: haute couture and the city - Cristina Bronzino
Learning from the past to build sustainable architecture: the Tudor Apartments - Jenine Principe
Klippan House. Far from the madding (London) crowd - Pietro Belli
Factories of memory - Florian Castiglione 
The “Majesty” floating palace. A boundless extension of a luxurious private space - Alessandro Cece
Connecting sight and taste: pure pleasure - Ferdinando Polverino De Laureto
Publisher Board
Marco Ferretti
Francesca Maderna
Scientific Director
Andrea Pane
director@compassesworld.com
Scientific Committee
David Chipperfield
Odile Decq
Massimilano Fuksas
Hans Ibelings
Farida Kamber Al Awadhi
William Menking
Italo Rota
Livio Sacchi
Yehuda Safran
Karl T. Ulrich
Editorial Staff
Giovanna Russo Krauss
Damiana Treccozzi
staff@compassesworld.com
Editorial Board
Paola Ascione
Francesca Capano
Maria Vittoria Capitanucci
Paolo Giardiello
Serkan Gunay
Achraf Ibrahim
Massimo Imparato
Ferruccio Izzo
Laura Lieto
Giovanni Menna
Linda Nubani
Ivan Parati
Gennaro Postiglione
Titti Rinaldi
Saud Sharaf
Art Director
Ferdinando Polverino De Laureto
Team and Publishing Coordinator
Andrea Del Gaudio
media@compassesworld.com
Associate Editor Middle East
Ivan Parati
Correspondents
Brazil Ana Carolina de Souza Bierrenbach
 Beatriz Mugayar Kühl
 Nivaldo Vieira de Andrade
China Massimiliano Campi
Emirates Annamaria Giangrasso
France Laurence Bassières
 Nicolas Detry
 Claudia Tamburro
India Ingrid Paoletti 
Japan Matteo Belfiore
Kuwait Sikander Khan
Morocco Laurence Bassières
New Zealand Alberto Calderoni
Palestine Cristina Bronzino
Portugal Teresa Ferreira
Spain Federico Calabrese
 Camilla Mileto
 Fernando Vegas
Turkey Serkan Gunay
UK Pietro Belli
 Michele Pasca di Magliano
USA Randall Mason
 Linda Nubani
Text Review
Rania Shalabi
Neal Putt
Photographer
Sharif Nazal
Sandra Zarneshan
Advertising Sales Director
Luca Màllamo 
 
Advertising Sales Agency 
Agicom Srl 
Viale Caduti in Guerra, 28
00060 Castelnuovo di Porto (RM)
Media & Advertising
Mobile UAE : + 971 567890149
Mobile Italy : + 39 3358225239
Phone Italy + 39 069078285
agicom@agicom.it
Skype: agicom.advertising
SUBSCRIPTIONS
To subscribe 
please send your contacts 
by e-mail to 
media@compassesworld.com
Decree of the Court of Naples 
n. 58 / 20-12-2016
Cover Image
Courtesy of 
© Michel Denancé by ICA
Publisher
e.built Srl - Italy
Via Francesco Crispi 19-23
80121 Napoli
phone +39 081 2482298
fax +39 081 661014
mobile +39 335 5889237
Gulf Countries Representative
Build LLC
Souk Al Bahar 
Old Town Island Burj Khalifa District
Dubai - UAE
[compasses] is a supporting member of
Compasses n.26 - 2017
Printed in Italy 
by Rossi Srl
Nola (Napoli)
November 2017
ISSN NUMBER: 2409-3823
The publishers regret that they cannot accept liability 
for error or omissions contained in this publication, 
however caused. The opinions and views contained 
in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
publishers. Readers are advised to seek specialist 
advice before acting on information contained in this 
publication, which is provided for general use and 
may not be appropriate for the reader’s particular 
circumstances. The ownership of trademarks is 
acknowledged. No part of this publication or any part 
of the contents thereof may be reproduced, stored in 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form with - out the 
permission of the publishers in writing.
e
f
ap
ex
mi
sf
es
026 JOINING LANDS AND PEOPLE
[editorial]
[essays]
[focus]
[architecture & plan]
[experiences]
[materials & interiors]
[smart food]
102  [experiences]  103
[experiences]ex
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorate’s district Fnaitees, 
in Kuwait, has recently been promoted as a tourist 
destination, offering great outdoors experiences and 
numerous holiday homes attracting people from all 
over the Gulf and beyond. This mainly residential 
district is divided into several Blocks classified by a 
number system: in Block 9 lies the Three Gardens 
House, on the East side of Highway No. 30. This 
dwelling is located about two hundred meters from 
the ocean and a small craft marina, designed by the 
Spanish international architecture firm AGi architects.
The Spanish and Kuwaiti-based studio, established 
in 2006 by Joaquin Perez-Goicoechea and Nasser 
B. Abulhasan, provides services in Architecture, 
Planning, Urban and Interior Design, Research and 
Consulting, achieving an integration of skills supported 
by over 30 professionals and specialists in different 
sectors.
Inside out, outside in: 
the Three Gardens House 
in Kuwait 
AGi architects
Work 
Three Gardens House 
Client
Private 
Location
Al Funaitees, Kuwait 
Project Year
2016 
Architecture and Design 
AGi architects
Architect
AGi architects
Project Team (Design Team /Interior Design etc)
Main Architects: Nasser B. Abulhasan, 
Joaquín Pérez-Goicoechea
Project Leaders: Stefania Rendinelli, Sara Barranco 
Project Team: Willy Ollero,Gwenola Kergall, Lulu Alawadhi, 
Ana López Cerrato, Alfredo Carrato, Cristina Ruiz Nolasco, 
Hanan Alkouh, Samer Mohammad, 
Babu Abraham Abdulhafiz Bahi El Din
Size and total area
1.300 m2 
Additional Functions
Interior Design: AGi architects 
Lighting: Irene Bas 
Furniture supplier: Gunni & Trentino 
Image credits
Fernando Guerra – FG+SG 
Courtesy of AGi architects
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Three Gardens House design started with a question, 
as the studio was asked to design an outside space 
to be used 365 days a year. This request would have 
set no difficulties in a moderate climate such as 
Spain’s, but considering Kuwait’s extreme weather, 
the research for a new housing concept became 
inevitably much more challenging: in this area, in fact, 
the average high-low temperatures range from 39°C to 
45°C in summer and 7°C to 13°C in winter.
A solution to the client's request was found in the 
diversification of the outdoors according to seasonal 
and daytime-frame usage variations: «Could you live 
in an outer space located at different levels? Could 
you classify your outdoor activities in evening and 
daytime actions, summer and winter events?» queried 
the designers. The answers to these questions would 
have become key to the house design as Kuwaiti 
inhabitants are perfectly aware of the dos and don’ts of 
their weather conditions.
The result is an introverted house concealed behind 
a light-colored stone cladding, also typical of the 
Spanish building tradition where the use of inner 
patios was – no coincidence – strongly influenced by 
Arabs. This dwelling features three gardens only at 
times revealed on the outside by clear-cut windows 
or by a permeable metal mesh strip in anodized 
aluminum. This twists around the volumes composing 
the architecture and brings them to unity. The house 
is developed as an intricate tangle of internal and 
external routes fluidly flowing around the gardens and 
diversifying on the basis of its users acting as filters 
for the guests, thus pursuing the clients’ concept of 
family. Intimate rooms overlook the outside, while 
common areas are visually connected throughout the 
inner courtyard. At any time of the year, the family may 
rejoice in benefiting from the best garden of the three, 
depending on the outside climate.
Each garden was in fact designed in response to 
specific temperature necessities, so no coincidence 
that they have also been named after them: there is 
the Wet, the Summer and the Winter Garden. The 
former is located on the ground floor, in the house’s 
daytime core. Its wide pool is fully visible from the 
dining room where sliding glass walls dematerialize 
spatial boundaries blending outdoor and indoor living 
spaces.
The Summer Garden is located right in the center 
of the house, 4 meters below the street level, in its 
coldest layer. Its position has been determined to 
guarantee a high-grade passive cooling: direct heating 
is prevented by the surrounding soil’s thermal mass 
whereas direct sunlight irradiation is impeded by the 
higher volumes of the house facing the courtyard 
which project shades on the area. The pool also 
has been designed accordingly, in order to catalyze 
evapotranspiration: through convection processes 
water vapor rises and refreshes the upper levels. 
Vegetation has been installed for the same purpose 
too, in fact several plants either lay in a large flowerbed 
or pierce the stone cladding, thus connecting with a 
gentle slope the different heights of the space while 
controlling rain water down flow.
Finally, the Winter Garden has been placed on the 
roof: in wintertime the Sun’s rays heat up the garden 
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and in summer nights a sea breeze cools down 
temperatures. The terrace is covered with a rhomboid 
patterned skin in which a perforated membrane 
of anodized aluminum alternates with voids. The 
former obstructs direct solar radiation while lending 
to a sense of privacy, as the latter allows winds to 
penetrate the space.
Even though each garden was designed for a different 
use according to the time of the year, all of them 
actually merge into a unique outer space; a visual 
connection is maintained throughout the whole spatial 
development of the house whereas external stairs 
keep the levels physically linked. Moreover, white 
ceramic tiles covering all the inner surfaces of the 
courtyard lend a perception of continuity to these 
apparently distinguished outdoor areas and increase 
the natural lighting of the innermost rooms. Altogether 
the gardens constitute the house’s real inner core.
No surprise Three Gardens House boasts a number 
of awards, such as the MEED Quality Awards 2017, 
in which it was both National and Regional winner in 
the “Residential Project of the Year” category, or as 
the latest Identity Design Award in the “Residential 
Interior” category. Besides, this project is shortlisted for 
WAF Awards 2017 in the “House Completed Buildings” 
category, whose winners will be announced in mid-
November.
AGi architects definitely introduced a new housing 
concept in Kuwait offering the possibility to use 
outdoor spaces all year long, without renouncing 
modern design, but instead enriching it. In Three 
Gardens House spaces which are generally kept 
on the outside, such as gardens, are transposed to 
the inside instead, whereas the inner spaces are 
predominantly projected to the outside, being defined 
by evanescent walls: in other words, inside out, 
outside in.
Damiana Treccozzi
